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there is no organisation the grounds of explanation which apply to one province of nature cannot be transferred to another, but forsake us as soon as we enter a new province;  and new fundamental laws appear instead of them, the explanation of which is by no means to be expected from the laws of the former province.    Thus in the province of the mechanical, properly so called, the laws of gravitation,   cohesion,   rigidity,   fluidity,   and   elasticity prevail, which in themselves (apart from my explanation of all natural forces as lower grades of the objectification of will) exist as  manifestations of forces   which   cannot   be   further   explained,   but themselves constitute the principles of all further explanation, which merely consists in reduction to them.    If we leave this province and come to the phenomena of chemistry, of electricity, magnetism, crystallisation, the former principles are absolutely of no use; indeed the former laws are no longer valid, the former forces are overcome by others, and the phenomena take place in direct contradiction to them, according to new laws, which, just like the former   ones,   are   original   and   inexplicable,   i.e. cannot be reduced to more general ones. . . .    Such an exposition would have been especially favourable to his excellent remark that a more profound knowledge of the real being, of which the things of nature are the manifestation, would recognise both in the mechanical (according to law) and the apparently intentional  effects  of nature  one  and the  same ultimate principle, which might serve as the more general ground of explanation of them both." These reflections do not quite harmonise with